Zooming in: Flowers at the Microscale
How scanning electron microscopes reveal a hidden plant world

Unlike the microscope that you might have used in high school biology,
a scanning electron microscope (SEM) uses a beam of electrons instead
of light to “see” an image.
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Woolly fibres on the leaves of the alpine plant
Dionysia tapetodes. Images by Raymond Wightman
and Trevor Groves.

Hibiscus trionum petal fracture
with false colour processing
showing the cuticle has two physically

distinct layers. Image by Raymond
Wightman. False colour processing by
Gareth Evans.

We also use visible light, fluorescence and x-rays to image plants




